
 

 

 

 

 

NMC’s Roadcase 
Program 

Getting Ready 
 
 
 
 
  



 

Getting Ready for the Roadcase 
 
 

Prepare your classroom 

 
To ensure the safety of your students and the materials in the Roadcase, we encourage you to make 
space for the Roadcase in your classroom and the activities. Students will be working in small groups on 
most tasks. We suggest putting desks into groups and having space for students to move for 
movement-based activities.  

 
You will also need a space for the Roadcase itself. One of the best ways to care for the objects in the 
Roadcase is to assign them a temporary home. It is ideal for objects to be stored in the classroom 
where they can be explored without having to move them too much. The less they are moved, the less 
likely it is for something to happen. A good guideline to follow is “objects stay, kids move.” Also, the 
case can be locked, so the most valuable objects can be stored inside if necessary. Remember, you are 
responsible for the safety and security of the Roadcase and its contents. 

 
 
Prepare your students 
 
Not only is it important to prepare your students for the topic of study, but also to prepare your 
students to become stewards of the Roadcase and its contents. Simply put, stewardship means taking 
care of things. This Roadcase is comprised of authentic instruments and objects so students should be 
aware of how to interact with these delicate objects. 
 
Unpack the Roadcase together. From experience we have learned that the more involved students 
are in the process of bringing objects into the classroom, the more ownership and respect they exhibit. 
There is also a joy in unpacking something that is great to be shared. 
 
Reference the Inventory List included in the Roadcase to ensure you have everything. Report any 
missing or damaged objects as soon as possible to the National Music Centre at 403-543-5115. 
 
Become stewards of the Roadcase. Have a conversation with your students about care and 
respect of the objects and instruments. Suggested questions for discussion: 

• The Roadcase from the National Music Centre is similar to books from the library. We are just 
borrowing it. How should borrowed items be treated?   

• How would you feel if you lent an item to a friend and they did not treat it with respect?  
• What does stewardship mean?  
• How should we act when using the objects from the Roadcase? 
• How can we as a class ensure the next class can enjoy this Roadcase?   

 



 

Develop rules. After this conversation, develop rules with the students that will ensure the Roadcase’s 
objects are used safely. Here are examples of possible rules:  

• take turns 
• move slowly when handling objects 
• always use two hands 
• objects stay where we put them and kids move to them 
• nothing from the Roadcase leaves our classroom, unless permission is given 
• always be careful when playing an instrument 
• use a gentle touch with all objects and instruments  
• if anything happens to something in the Roadcase, tell the teacher immediately 
• wash your hands before and after handling the objects 

  



 

Caring for the instruments 
 
 
The instruments included in the Roadcase are a part of NMC’s collection. When these instruments are 
in your classroom, you must be their guardian to ensure they can be enjoyed for years to come. Share 
these guidelines with students so that they can be stewards of our collection.  
 
 
Before handling the instruments 

• Look carefully at the instrument. Do you see wear and tear? Is it damaged? Do not play damaged 
instruments. If an instrument breaks, save any detached pieces so it can be repaired. 

• If gloves are required to handle the objects, they will be included in the Roadcase. Otherwise, 
ensure students wash hands prior to handling instruments. 

• Have a clean, safe place prepared before the instrument is moved. Carpet or a soft surface is 
preferred. 

• Always use two hands when moving the instrument from one place to another. Pick up the 
instrument by the heaviest part and support the other parts. 

• When gathering a group around an instrument, sit cross-legged and allow for space between you 
and the instrument. 

 
 

While playing the instruments 

• Play instruments with the appropriate tool. For example, drums are played with drumsticks. Do not 
play instruments with other objects. 

• Play instruments gently. Do not strike or pluck instruments with too much force or they can be 
damaged. 

• Do not adjust the tuning on instruments unless instructed. Some instruments have tuning pegs 
that adjust the string tension and change the pitch. Over-tightened strings may break under 
pressure causing damage to you and/or the instrument. 

• Only use bellows when playing air instruments. Do not place your mouth on the instruments. 
• Keep food and drinks away from instruments. 
• Move slowly and listen carefully. Explore the variety of sounds you can make with the instrument.  
• Always use pencils around instruments. Markers and pens can damage the instrument’s surface. 
• Wash hands after handling and playing the instruments. 
 
  



 

Returning the Roadcase 
 
 
The borrower is responsible for the safe repacking of the Roadcase and its contents. Replacement 
and/or repair for any loss and/or damage (other than normal wear and tear) to the Roadcase and its 
contents while in the borrower’s care will be charged to the borrower. When repacking the kit, please 
ensure that all materials are placed in their designated spaces. 

	  
	  
Roadcases are in high demand!   
 
Scheduling does not provide for extensions or late returns. Please allow yourself enough time to 
properly re-pack the case and to ensure that all items have been returned. 
 
 
 

Borrowers are held liable for the safe return of the contents. 
 
We appreciate you taking the time to carefully re-pack the Roadcase. 
 
 


