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About the project 
 

 
What is the ATB Financial Alberta Stories Roadcase? 

 
The intent of the ATB Financial Alberta Stories Roadcase is to provide educators and learners with 
resources and technology to collect oral histories and field recordings of music in their communities. 
The Roadcase will empower students and teachers to create and share content around the question 
“How does music and sound shape our community?” This content will feed into a digital storytelling 
project produced and shared by the National Music Centre in ongoing exhibitions.  
 
What is digital storytelling? 

 
Digital storytelling is a short narrative, often in the first-person, created by combining recorded voice, 
soundscapes, music, and still and moving images. Students are interviewers, journalists, sound 
engineers, filmmakers and storytellers on a subject of their choice. Whether documenting their 
accordion-playing grandmother, the history of their church organ or their own school band, Alberta 
Stories has a strong connection to Alberta’s curriculum of studies and its emphasis on 21st century 
learning including digital literacy, active citizenship, research and critical thinking skills. 
	  
This Roadcase is a conversation 

 
Alberta Stories is not an isolated lesson, but an invitation to dialogue with Canada through NMC. 
Going beyond the classroom and into the community, the content collected and created by students 
will be submitted to NMC to feed its exhibitions and archives. The work of Alberta students will be 
celebrated and shared, and give NMC the inside track to the ongoing story of music in Alberta, as it is 
happening, from the point of view of younger generations. 
 

What is in the Roadcase? 

 

Alberta Stories includes a variety of lessons to guide students through the exploration of the big 
question “How does music and sound shape our community?”   

Alberta’s Stories Roadcase: 
 

• a bilingual educator’s guide 

• audio recorders 

• headphones 

• iPads 

• resource materials including books, articles and worksheets 
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How to use the Roadcase 

 
How you get there is up to you. We realize “How does music and sound shape our community?”  is a 
big question to tackle, so the activities included in the educator’s guide break down the question into 
smaller inquiries. You can work through the activities, one by one, or you can pick and choose as you 
see fit. Students may work in as a class, in groups, or individually. The final project can be audio, 
visual, or your own creative idea. The lessons can be completed sequentially or you can choose your 
own adventure. What’s most important is that you are comfortable working with your students to 
create the project, that the story shares the love and understanding of music in Alberta’s communities 
with NMC, and you and your students have fun.  
 
 
What content does NMC want for the digital storytelling project? 

 
The content you contribute is entirely up to you and your students. NMC is looking for high and low-
tech content. From a digital video production to a written story, all student content will focus around 
the big question, “How does music and sound shape our community?” Examples of student content 
may be: 

• a work of art 

• audio recordings 

• videos 

• interviews 

• performances of musicians in the community 

• recordings of natural or manufactured sounds commonly found in the community 

• digital photo album 

• poetry or spoken word 

• your own creative idea! 
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Getting Ready 

 

Before you use the Roadcase in your classroom 

 
• Prepare students. Watch other digital stories. Explore the elements of writing a good story. 

Practice writing scripts or storyboarding prior to the Roadcase arriving at your school.  
• Have a focus for stories in mind. Think about the curriculum connections you want the project 

to make and choose a focus for the student stories. Will it be about musical memories? Will 
they interview a local musician? Will students work individually or will this be a group project?  

• Allow for time. Not only do you need to have an interest and passion in the content, but time 
in the curriculum as well. 

• Engage IT staff.  Consult the school board’s IT staff about the project. They may need to 
provide permissions for the iPads to connect to Wi-Fi. They can provide support as students 
work through the project and ensure the classroom has the tools it needs. They can also 
troubleshoot when issues arise. 

• Technology including computers, printers and scanners. Alberta Stories includes iPads, audio 
recording devices, and other tools to collect content for the digital storytelling project, but not 
everything is included. Fortunately, most of today’s schools are equipped with computer labs 
that include computers, printers and scanners, as well as audio and video editing software, 
e.g. iMovie. However, it is important that you are comfortable with the technology. If not, 
choose an outcome that uses technology you are comfortable with, or none at all.  

• Parent notification and permission. Because you will be showing student work that might 
include the actual students themselves, you must get expressed written permission from 
parents to do so. NMC has included a sample letter home to parents informing them about 
the project as well as a photo release form for NMC to use student work in the exhibition. 
Check with school administration for other required forms that allow for the sharing of student 
images and work.   

 
Setting up the classroom 

 
The main room, or studio, can be any classroom. This is where digital stories will be made. It should 
be a place that is lockable and where equipment can be left safely. You’ll need tables and chairs for 
groups to work together. It should have computers, printers and scanners to work as you create your 
digital stories. 
 
The sound recording room is a space that is free from ambient noise (as best as it can be!). Noises 
such as fans, clocks, air conditioning, computers, other voices and even screams from the playground 
at recess can affect the audio productions. This room does not have to be large, just enough to 
accommodate a few students. 
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Choosing the digital story topic  
 
 
“How does music and sound shape our community?” is a big question to tackle and, for a classroom 
teacher, the idea of managing a classroom of students developing digital stories can be an even larger 
task. That is why it is important to choose a topic of focus for student stories. The topic will allow you 
to lead classroom lessons from the educator’s guide while also supporting the creation of multiple, 
unique student stories. The topic you choose may depend on grade level, student abilities, and 
curriculum connections. Below are some examples of possible topics to focus the digital stories, but 
the end result is up to you! 
 
 
Digital story topic ideas 

 
• Students create a work of art about a significant sound found in their community. Share the 

artworks in a PowerPoint presentation.  
• Write a class poem together describing the sounds of your community. Record students 

reciting the poem using the audio recorders. Send NMC an mp3 of your recording. 

• Learn about the history of your community. Record an elder in the community looking at a 
photo album or other primary sources. 

• Ask students to create a photo series of music in the community. This could include the 
church organist, a local singer, someone from the school band or choir. Take photos that 
show the musician with their instrument in a setting that visually tells their story. 

• Create a portrait series of local community residents and their music objects. 

• Ask students to bring in a musical memory object. Have students record their memory using 
the audio recorders. Take photographs of the object. Combine the narrative with the 
photographs into a digital story.  

• Take a photo of your favourite place. Record yourself telling a story about that location. Record 
the sounds of the area. 

• Ask students to bring in their favourite musical object. Record their story behind the object. 
Edit the captured video into a two-minute piece. 

• Take a walk down the streets of your community and video the sights and sounds. 

• Interview a musician or person who inspires you. Use video or audio to capture the interview. 
Add photographs, personal stories, and other media to tell the story. 

 
 

Choosing the story 

 
Choosing a story to focus on can be difficult! Some students will take longer to decide on their story 
and other students will jump right in. Ask them to focus on something that they feel passionate about 
or on a specific event. This is an opportunity to tell a story that is important to them but that doesn’t 
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mean it has to be serious. Some of the most successful stories are funny. Below are some suggested 
questions to help guide students to find their story idea.  
 

• What instruments do you play? What inspired you to play this instrument? Tell about a time 
you overcame difficulty learning the instrument. 

• What is your favourite place in our community? Describe it using sounds or music. 
• Tell a story of the most important moment in your life. Describe it using sounds or music. 

• Interview a local musician. 

• Connect with local seniors’ centres. Provide opportunities for intergenerational storytelling 

• Interview friends or family about important music in their lives. 

• Write a poem describing the sounds of your community. 

• Create a work of art about the sounds in your community. 

• What communities are you a part of that could be described through song or music? 

• What are the sounds found in your community? What story does that tell? 

• Do you know someone who plays an instrument or creates music? What is their story? 

• Is there a song that describes a story in your life? What is the song? What is the story? 
• Record a family member, friend, or elder in the community looking at a photo album and 

talking about it.  
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Description of activities 
 
Steps to developing content with your students 

 
Explore the activities included in Alberta Stories. They are developed to guide students to look deeply 
at their community in order to create a project based around the big question “How does music and 
sound shape my community?”  
 
Activity one: What is digital storytelling?   

• This activity introduces students to the digital storytelling project and the technology students 
will be using throughout to create their own digital stories.  

 
Activity two: Choosing the story  

• In this activity, students will think about what makes them unique, the memories they have, 
and the connections they have to music in order to choose the topic of their story. 

 
Activity three: Writing scripts  

• The story is the most important piece of this project. In this activity, students will write their 
stories using the included worksheets as a guide. 

 
Activity four: Developing storyboards  

• Storyboards are visual planning tools for developing digital stories. This activity teaches 
students to combine their script with media, which could include photographs, videos, music, 
or interviews. 
 

Activity five: Using audio recorders  

• Including spoken word and recorded voice in a digital story is a very powerful element. It 
engages the viewer with the storyteller in a very personal way. It also allows the storyteller to 
use his or her voice to express the emotion of the story. In this activity, students will use the 
audio recorders to capture and download recordings. 

 
Activity six: Taking photographs  

• This activity introduces students to taking photographs from different points of view, in 
different lighting, and using different backgrounds.  

 
Activity seven: Capturing videos 

• This activity introduces students to the video features of the iPad and encourages students to 
experiment with various camera angles in order to confidence using and being in front of the 
camera. 

 
Activity eight: Conducting interviews  

• Hearing one’s personal, first-hand account can be very powerful. Because this project requires 
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that students tell a personal story of music in their community, collecting interviews though 
audio and/or video may be required. This activity explores the process of planning and 
conducting successful interviews. 

 
Activity nine: Creating a digital story  

• This is an educator resource and tip sheet for guiding students through the digital story 
creation process.  

 


